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SUBJECT Stern Verlag GabH, Afustrian Commmnist Publishers

1. According to the official records of the Austrian Fincazemt fuer Verkehrssteuern,
the Stern Verlag, the Austrian Commnist publishing house, was fourded on 1k June
1945. a controct W s, drawvn up o that date by Dr. Heimrich Oberndorfer,
. wotary, of Praterstrasse 15, Vienna II, The publishirs house is located at
. Spitalgasse 31, Viemna LI, Its ovners are Dr, Arpad fass and Hermann langbein,
© both of "*Jasagasse 10. ach of these conbtributed 25,00) Relchsmarks to the
founding of the company. Franz Preibaut w5 appointec menaging director, and
tne legal affuirs of the firm were entrust:d to attor: :¥ Dr. Johann Dostal of
fraterstrasse 26, Vienna II,
25X1X6 ' .
, 2./ I Stodtrat Dr. Viktor latejka (CP furnished Freihaut o
certificate to the offect that he was a former concent sstion camp inmete. It
. appears from the statement, however, that Freihaut was not a prisoner but was
commercially engaged in the Dachau canp as head of the carpemher shop, vhere
1600 ~ 1300 prisoners vorked,

3,  The following information has Leen obtained on Hermsrn Lenmgheins

&, Hermann Lengbein was born on 18 May 1912 in Vienni. He is an Austrian
citizen and single. He present address is Welga: of %, ¢fo Dr, Otte )
. Langbein, Wasserturmsiedlung, Viemia X. Otto L. :bein, hia brother, is
a sacretary of the Communist Party. He was born n 7 December 1910 in Vieman.

e b, In 1937 Hermamn Langbein was sentenced to four mecaths! imprisomment for
activities inimdcal to the State.

8+ Hermann Langbein and his brother, Qtto, are the sons of a newspaper
’ ‘feorrespondent. and a school teacher; they received a good cducation, Their
# Father, although not very active poliilecally, syn.»mthized with the
* Commnist Party until his death in 1934, At that time, Otto was wy
enpioyed and Hermemoa was an actor, Im 193L, vhen the Coramnlst Paty was
bamned in Austria, the brothers began holding Commanist wm-etings a%

their home, These meetings becane so frenuent anc so large that they attracted

the attention of the Austrlan police, who arrested both brothers, Hermarm

was i:nown to have distributed the Communist newspaeper Die Rote Fahu .
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brothers are reported to have fought o9 the Loyalist side in the Spanish
Civil War. When the Germans entered Austria, the two fled to France,

where Hermann was later arrested by the Gestapo and sent to & concentration
camp., Otto, who was sericusly 111, returned to Viemna. Hermann retuwrned to
Vienna in 1945 and becare a lsading figure at Cormmunist headquarters. By
that time, Otic was already an important member of the Commmist Party.

The two live a quiet 1lifs; & Communist Farty vehicie frequently calls for
them, ard trucks brought them fuel and packages during the winter.

Fhysical descriptions: Hermann Langbein is about 165 em tall, slender, has an
oval face, bald head, blue eyes, and is always well-iressed, Otto Langbein is
sbout 180 cm tall, stoutj has dark blond, wavy helr, He iz well-Tcd and well-
dressed.
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Fraonz Freihaut, menager of the Stern Verlap, was born on 26 larch 1902 in
Vienna, He is an Austrisn citizen and is married to Josefine Ziks, vho was
born on 22 April 1905 in Viemna, Preszent addreszs Theresienbadgasse 4,
I11/31, Vierme XIT, Freihaut wes under arrest for thres days on charges of
using felse identity documents.

Freihaut is ths sou of a carpenterj he besame & Commnist in hig youth and
was in frequent *rouble with the police because o his political activity.
In 1925, he joined the Austrian Ammy, bubt 1t is not known how long he served.
Tt is believed that he was in loscow prior to 1938, tut thers is wo cvidence
%o this effect except that his daughter, Helene, ‘as borm in Hoscow in 1936,
in 19338 Freihaut was in Vienna again, and in 193% fe was arrested by the

Gestapo and sent to Dachau, q Th:. appears to conflict with
para, 2 above,) There he was a sori of foreman cver hundreds of other
prisomers, He wes released from the camp in 1945 =znd returned to

Vierma. Freihaut's wife and child returned fréw .ngland some tirs later,
In 1945, he becauns manager ol the Stern Verlag.

Freihaut epd his family live a quiet life and receive few visitorsj they
are imown to be Commnists but have never been liard to spread propaganda.

Description of Freihauts About 165 em tall; slexler; has oval ficej; dark,
sparse, slightly graying hairy dark eyes,

5, Regarding Johann Dostal, the following information has been obbaineds

&a

-

25X1A6a

De. Johamn Doatal, lawysr, w:s born 7 March 1901 in Graz; he is an Sfustrian
citizens ma-ried to Xaethe Friedl, born 30 July 1903 in Prossnitz, Addresss
Lothringerstrasse 16/12, Viemma IIX,

Dostal, whose office is at Praterstrasse 26, Views IX, always had a pocd
practice except during the Nazi period whsn th Jact that his wife was Jowish-
made things difficult for him, Frior to 1934, i sstal was a nember of the
Soeialist Party and played a role in the February Hevolution., He wes arrested
by the Gestapo on charges of treason, but was released within a few months,
During t he Germen occupation he was also compelled to dismiss all his
empioyess, It was b this time that he became friendly with Dr. Karl

Altmann, Commmist iinister of Hlectrification in the Austrian (overnment .

Shortly befors the end of the war, Dostal left rome to aveid comscription.
After his return he joined the Communist Party cnd became the officlal

 legal adviser of the Party. Once a wesk, on Tuesday, he visits the

Commmict headouariers in Wasagasse to give legal advice to Party members,

Physieal descriptioan: About 185 em tall, strongly-builty dark blowd hair,
porteds blue eyes; near-sichted, wears glasses,

: Dostal is believed to be idenmbizal with Attorney D,
Tostal, oue of vhe Sencral Counsellors of the Aistrian lational Bank. )
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Preliminary investigation of Stern Verlag has not revnaled e y

concemm,gf the vay in which the firm receives its poliey dirﬁztigi‘:xm;tbiz: noted
tl:at both Arped Haas and Langhein registered as being from llanagasse 10

(Commnist Party headquarters in Vierma) when the publishing house was incorporated
Hasa' role as & liaison man for the Comintern in the yast is fairly wellokmoim.
Yo indication of direct Scviet control was chserved d{'ring the investigatiocn. )

The Stern Verlag publishes works of general intcrest in additio

3 g . : n to standard
thrm'mist boollets and works on Soviet art, literature, and culture, Between
twenby and thirly persons ars suployed.
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